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September 15 he occupied Linz, the capital of the
province, and a five days' march would bring him to
Vienna. He had every intention of proceeding to the
capital, but France did not want the Bavarians to
become too powerful on the Continent. Belle-Isle, who
arrived in Charles Albert's camp, virtually instructed
him not to besiege Vienna, Belle-Isle persuaded him
instead to march to Prague. Charles Albert, who could
not afford to rouse French disfavour, had to obey this
suggestion. Besides, as the French troops under his
command were more obedient to Belle-Isle than to him,
he had no choice but to do as Belle-Isle wished. Charles
Albert abandoned his plan of capturing Vienna; he
went to Prague, where he had himself proclaimed as
King of Bohemia on December 7. In Prague, as in
Linz, the population as a whole, as well as several
.bishops and many prominent aristocrats, were quite
willing to accept him as their ruler. Her distant
subjects were not yet whole-heartedly loyal to Maria
Theresa.

Frederick, who was watching these developments
closely, did not wish to see his allies make undue gains
in this war which he had begun solely to win Silesia. If
France was too successful in this campaign, Frederick
knew, her influence in Germany would rise enormously,
and in the end Prussia, too, would come under her
domination. He therefore decided to accept Maria
Theresa's offer of compromise, and on October 9, 1741,
at the secret Convention of Klein-Schnellendorf, she
gave up Lower Silesia, including Breslau.

Though Maria Theresa was again pregnant and
feeling ill she did not allow herself to become less active
after the Convention of Klein-Schnellendorf had been
signed. Prussia was only one of her many enemies*